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North America sponsored by the North Amer-
ican Beikoku Shido-kan Association. Iha is
one of the top people practicing Shido-kan Ka-
rate in the world. The Grand Master, Miyahira
Katsuya, who lives in Japan is the highest per-
son participating in this type of karate.

Therefore, I would like to personally con-
gratulate Iha for his accomplishments and for
teaching many people the art of Shido-kan Ka-
rate for the past 25 years. He has brought an-
other form of martial arts to the Lansing,
Michigan area and has made a significant im-
pact on the lives of my constituents.
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Mr. KIND. Mr. Speaker, today I re-intro-
duced the Providing Resources and Education
for Kids Act (Pre-K). This legislation would
provide a financial incentive to schools to de-
vote resources to establish pre-kindergarten
programs. This is a critical step in helping
states meet the difficult task of providing early
learning services.

Pre-kindergarten programs are crucial for
preparing young children for the rigors of the
classroom as they begin school. The first five
years of a child’s life are critical for develop-
ment. Pre-kindergarten programs during those
years will contribute to children’s long-term
success in school achievement, lead to higher
earnings as adults, and quite probably de-
creased involvement with the criminal justice
system. Today, however, kindergarten teach-
ers estimate that one in three children are not
ready to take on the challenge of classroom
learning. Many children simply do not have ac-
cess to pre-kindergarten programs. It is time
for us to assist states in tackling this important
issue.

Good quality early education helps children
develop, improves their learning skills, and
prepares them to enter school ready to suc-
ceed. In fact, studies of several state pre-kin-
dergarten initiatives offer convincing evidence
of the benefits of early education, particularly
for children at risk of school failure. These
benefits include higher mathematics and read-
ing achievement, increased creativity, better
school attendance, improved health and great-
er parental involvement.

Furthermore, pre-kindergarten programs
have proven cost-effective over time. The
Rand Corporation along with a team of re-
searchers at the University of Wisconsin esti-
mates that the most effective pre-kindergarten
programs create savings to the government of
$13,000 to $19,000 per child. This savings is
realized in higher school achievement, less re-
tention in a grade, a reduced need for special
education, and less crime.

The Providing Resources and Education for
Kids Act will help states meet the challenge of
providing quality pre-kindergarten programs.
This legislation provides grants to state edu-
cation agencies to help establish or strengthen
pre-kindergarten early learning programs for
children age five and under. To encourage
states to participate and ensure their long-term
investment, the bill creates a sliding scale over
five years for the federal-state match. Because

of inadequate resources in many states, they
cannot offer a pre-kindergarten program for
young children.

While many states do not have extensive
pre-kindergarten initiatives, I have been fortu-
nate that in my own hometown La Crosse,
Wisconsin there is an impressive pre-kinder-
garten program at the Red Balloon Child Care
Center. In fact, my two sons are enrolled in
this program. Every day my wife Tawni and I
see tremendous growth in our sons and we
are pleased that we have the opportunity to
send our sons to such a wonderful place. Our
wish is that every child is able to receive the
quality education that this pre-kindergarten
program provides for our sons.

Rarely have we had such a unique oppor-
tunity to push American education to a higher
level. As a member of the Committee on Edu-
cation and the Workforce, I am committed to
making the contributions necessary to ad-
vance our nation’s education. Nationwide,
families are demanding more from their
schools, and educators, and elected leaders,
are responding. That is why I introduced my
Pre-K Act. Investing in our young children be-
fore they enter kindergarten is the first step in
helping students meet their highest potential.
We should not deny students this opportunity
by denying them a good quality early edu-
cation.

Mr. Speaker, educational preparation is cru-
cial for all young children. I would encourage
my colleagues to support the Providing Re-
sources and Education for Kids Act (Pre-K).
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Mr. COLLINS. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to
introduce the Estate Tax Relief Act.

The death tax is punitive in nature for all in-
dividuals, but it is particularly burdensome for
closely-held, family-owned businesses that are
the leading job creators in this country. The
death tax rate of as much as 60% often
means the difference between selling or keep-
ing a family business intact. At a minimum, the
death tax should be reduced. No targeted tax
should force small businesses to sell or file
bankruptcy.

While the House of Representatives has
passed the Death Tax Repeal Act (H.R. 8),
the measure simply does not provide enough
relief soon enough. First, the measure pro-
vides no relief for next year, and provides very
little for taxpayers until well into the second
half of the next decade. We have no assur-
ances that relief will ever be made available in
successive Congresses.

The Estate Tax Relief Act ensures that we
provide relief right away by converting the cur-
rent structure to an exemption and ensuring
that the first $10 million of an estate (per per-
son) are exempted from the tax. Additionally,
it lowers the top rate to 45%. In addition, the
bill maintains the current-law step up in basis.
With regard to the gift tax, the legislation puts
in place a $50,000 per year, per taxpayer ex-
emption.

Mr. Speaker, if we are serious about reduc-
ing this onerous tax, my legislation is the right
way to do it. Please join me in cosponsoring

this measure so that we can ensure we re-
duce the difficulties this tax imposes on the
transfer of assets.
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Mrs. MORELLA. Mr. Speaker, as the past

chair of the House Science Committee’s Tech-
nology Subcommittee, I am well aware that
technology is improving our lives in immeas-
urable ways—including health care. I rise to
bring to the attention of the House a recent
development in the fight against leukemia, a
matter of great concern to many of us.

The National Cancer Institute (NCI), located
in my district, is engaged in a race to find a
drug that may stop the development of leu-
kemia. I am pleased to report today on some
innovative research efforts that are now under-
way with the help of Intel Corporation, which
is working in partnership with NCI to advance
the search for a cure.

Leukemia is the number one cause of can-
cer-related death for children. In 1999 alone,
over 30,000 new cases were diagnosed in the
United States. Scientists have already discov-
ered several proteins important to the growth
of leukemia but they must evaluate millions of
molecules to see which ones can fight this
form of cancer.

A major problem faced by leukemia re-
searchers is the lack of processing abilities.
To combat this problem, just yesterday, Craig
Barrett, President and CEO of Intel and Dr.
John Seffrin, CEO of the American Cancer
Society, announced the launch of Intel.com/
cure. This website hosts a program which uti-
lizes peer-to-peer technology to assist sci-
entists in their search for a cure. By simply
downloading a screensaver, anyone around
the world can join this endeavor.

Peer-to-peer technology provides unused
computing power of individual machines to be
utilized. A screensaver downloaded from
Intel.com/cure allows a program to run in the
background without disturbing your normal
computer usage. The program performs a few
of the millions of calculations that can assist
researchers in determining which molecules
have the greatest cancer-fighting potential.

This program can be of great assistance to
researchers to find a cure. The manner and
speed of scientific discoveries could be fun-
damentally enhanced. All our otherwise un-
used processing power could create the
world’s fastest computing platform for great
causes. Estimates show that this project would
be operating at speeds of magnitudes faster
than the world’s fastest supercomputers at a
fraction of the cost.

This program could be expanded to include
other qualified projects. Universities and re-
searchers could post their philanthropic
projects on the website. PC owners could be-
come part of collaborative research efforts.
The potential of this project is potentially sig-
nificant.

Intel Corporation would like this web site to
become a focal point for people who want to
help launch a new era of PC philanthropy,
where computer owners lend their PC’s ‘‘Idle
time’’ to a great cause. As a leader and inno-
vator in peer-to-peer computing, Intel believes
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